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Pinned to a wall at the Council of Churches is a picture of last year’s 

Dining for Dollars. This was a fun evening highlighting the talents of 

ministers who sing, tell jokes, and serve tables for tips. The picture has 

Endwell UMC Rev. Mark Kimpland serving a table.  There are smiles all 

around, the table is packed, and people are celebrating and raising 

money for the work of Faith in Action. 

As I look at this picture, I am struck by the difference a year makes.  

There are no masks on faces.  People are not six feet apart from each 

other.  The clergy are not wearing gloves or PPE as they serve food.  

This was before the recent changes COVID-19 brought.  Today our world is much different. 

One constant that remains though is love.  While we can’t see it, that picture is really about love 

in action.  The clergy put food on tables, perform silly skits, and entertain people to assist volun-

teers who put in countless hours to help seniors live with greater independence and dignity in 

their own homes.  Love bound us together that night. 

Today the same love that bound us together during that celebration is still evident in the work 

that we do.  Hundreds of volunteers are still helping serve people.  They do it behind masks and 

PPE.  They may not be able to hug or get close, but they still are demonstrating courageous acts 

of kindness and care that transcend the distance, reminding us that love binds us together with 

cords that cannot be broken. 

In this issue of Together you will find ways that you can help deepen and strengthen these com-

passionate cords.  Thanks for all that you do to help spread love’s network to all God’s people. 

Together in love, 

Rev. Dr. Joe Sellepack 



Together in Love 

While COVID-19 is still pausing some of our services, we are continuing to be a source of 
support to the older adults in our community. Check in calls continue , birthday cards are being 
sent and special notes and calls are going out to those who are ill or feeling a little down.  We 
also continue to place orders and deliver groceries, reaching the triple digits in total orders. 
 
Last year, FIAV connected with The Children’s Home of 
Wyoming Conference to help with yardwork and snow 
removal.  These service requests have always been 
difficult for us to fill and this has proved to be a much 
needed partnership for both organizations.  Due to 
COVID-19, our volunteers from the Children’s Home 
had to put their work on hold.  We were very happy to 
hear that they resumed their services in June! 
 
AJ Gordon, a Children’s Home staff member who 
supervises two students, explained that not only does 
this project benefit our clients, but it benefits the 
students as well.  By participating two to three days 
per week, students learn work ethic and what it’s like 
to have a boss. They also learn how to work with 
others and how to manage the small payment they 
receive. 
 
Mary Anne Barsh, a FIAV client and on the receiving 
end of this partnership is grateful that there are 
organizations like ours. “How many organizations do 
this? How many volunteers do you have that will work 
on pulling weeds? They are here, they’re happy and they’re pleasant.” And, as with all things, 
there are hidden benefits which make volunteering even more meaningful.  “I’ve been doing this 
since January of this year and I can’t believe I get paid for it.  I love it.  It’s very self satisfying.” 
remarked AJ.   Helping others feeds the soul of those who give as well as those who receive. 

 

During times like this, we’re reminded  how interconnected we all are.  FIAV is grateful to share 
this service opportunity with the Children’s Home and to be a part of a community that offers so 
much to help others.  We are all part of a community, each filling different roles; managing 
community programs, volunteering time or financially supporting community organizations.  

Working together in love we will continue to grow stronger in the months to come. 

 

-Sue Spencer 

Director of Faith in Action Volunteers 
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“Working with FIA and helping older people 

with what they can’t do...I just like helping 

them out.  It’s fun!”  
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The Jail Ministry Program would like to thank the sheriff’s administration, jail staff, county 

health department and medical staff for their swift and proactive action which was effective 

in curbing a potentially catastrophic infection rate. We would also like to thank one of our 

dedicated volunteers who anonymously donated to every 

inmate’s commissary account to help make this difficult 

time less stressful for many families. 

Though the jail remains closed to visitation, the Chaplains’ 

Office has still been able to provide critical services for 

those incarcerated and their families. A number of our area 

congregations have also faced challenges during COVID. We 

pray for our partnering congregations and hope that they will stand firm with us and continue 

to accept those returning back into the community to be a part of their fellowship.  

Please continue to lift up the uniformed and civilian staff, the inmates, the legal teams, the 

returning citizens and all of their families in your prayers. 

-Rev. Dr. Cris Mogenson, Jail Ministry Program Director 

At the end of June, I retired as the Hospital Ministry Director for the 

Broome County Council of Churches.  Eccles 3:1 says that “God has 

a right time for all things to happen,” and I truly believe that.  I have 

been called in ministry ever since 1971 and have been able to serve 

in many forms.  For the last eight years I’ve been the Hospital 

Chaplain, and I am very grateful for all the support I received from 

my first day to my last at the Council of Churches—especially from 

Dr. Joe Sellepack and the other directors. I was blessed to work with 

Father C Van Kuren, B. Eccleston, Deacon J Stella, Catholic Leader D 

White, and many dedicated volunteers at the hospitals. I leave with 

wonderful memories of patients, families, and staff that were spiritually helped in times of 

trials through our ministry, as well as many other wonderful memories from my time at the 

Council. At age 72, I will remember (but not miss!) being on call 24/7 every few weeks and 

holidays. Marines say you never stop being a Marine, and I believe that as a Christian, I will 

never stop being a Christian. My love and thanks go to all. -Chaplain John 
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I wanted to extend to everyone a sincere thank 

you for all the support you gave during such 

uncertain times. This year has been a challenge 

to say the least. Before this health crisis, 

CHOW®’s  interactions with the community 

were usually simple fixes—get food to point A, 

sign up agency B, and so on. However, the 

problems the community faces today are not as 

simple. To put it plainly, they are heart breaking. 

We are grateful for the donors, volunteers, and 

staff that believe in the work at CHOW® on a 

deep, personal level. Everyone went above and 

beyond and demonstrated the core principles of 

what the Council of Churches is built upon. The 

experiences during this time have shown us all 

just how important the work we do together 

through CHOW® is.    

For the army of volunteers and CHOW®’s small 

staff that were on the front lines, we will never 

forget the first delivery to someone in 

quarantine, the fear in a neighbor’s eyes, and the 

phone calls from those who had underlying 

illness and could not leave the house. Yet, 

donors, volunteers, and staff rallied together and 

made sure that no one went without. As the 

strain on our community remains and economic 

uncertainty abounds, you continue to provide a 

light of hope through CHOW®. More and more, 

CHOW® is serving people who have never used 

our services before. Teachers, waitresses and 

school children are becoming familiar with the love and compassion that you have put into the 

world through the Council of Churches.  

So, from all of the CHOW® employees, thank you. It has been a privilege to serve the 

community alongside of you when help is needed most.     

Mike Seman, CHOW® Warehouse Supervisor 

Two employees hard at work during COVID 

Cars in line for CHOW®’s milk distribution 
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Hey Folks, 

Throughout our history, the Council of Churches 

specializes in bringing people together.  Whether 

building a wheelchair ramp, feeding the hungry, 

or even driving folks to the hospital or a doctor’s 

appointment, programs have grown to specialize 

in bringing people together. 

Nowhere is this more evident than in our fund-

raisers.  This year we have had to cancel our 

Lives of Commitment Breakfast which brings to-

gether over 300 people to raise money for the 

work of Faith in Action volunteers and our Ramp 

it Up project.  Additionally, we have switched to a 

virtual Hunger Walk and a Dialing for Dollars 

event where people will be able to participate in 

new ways. 

We have explored some digital fundraising op-

tions, but the difficulty and cost have made 

them to be prohibitive—so we have decided to go 

directly to our donors. 

If you are able to help our programs, and our 

thought process resonates with sound fiscal pol-

icy, please consider giving a special donation to 

the Council of Churches to help offset these 

losses.  Usually we raise about $50,000 through 

these events and would truly appreciate any 

help you would be able to give us. 

In the end, we hope that whatever we do helps 

increase our ability to serve our community and 

assists us in helping congregations and volun-

teers in doing the works of mercy and compas-

sion that our faith compels us to.  We are grate-

ful for your consideration. 

God Bless,      

Rev. Dr. Joe Sellepack    
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Although COVID-19 has delayed the 

opening a bit, we are happy to say that 

the store will be up and running in a 

matter of months. We are beginning to 

accumulate non-perishable inventory 

and equipment installation has started 

at the site. The space we will be 

occupying is absolutely beautiful and we 

are excited to serve the north side of 

Binghamton. Twenty plus years without 

access to affordable, healthy foods is a 

long time to wait for residents. We are 

grateful that our many partners will allow us to provide this necessity.  

–Jack Seman, Store Manager 

Do you love the Together Newsletter? You can also subscribe to our email edition of  

“Connecting Congregations”—a monthly publication highlighting local events and needs from 

area churches. 

Send your email address with your request to Barbara at: bcook@broomecouncil.net  

mailto:bcook@broomecouncil.net

