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TogetherTogether  
Connecting compassion with needs; inspiring growth with dignity 

 

Psalm 107 is best known for its opening lines: “O 

give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his 

steadfast love endures forever.” In keeping with this 

open call for thanksgiving, we have much to be 

grateful for here at the Broome County Council of 

Churches. Last year we helped 303 inmates involved 

in our literacy program, and their families, read 

better. We distributed over 10,000 meals from our 

CHOWbus. Faith in Action Volunteers gave over 

10,000 hours of service. We built our 89
th

 ramp 

through our Ramp It Up project. We made over 

2,000 visits to patients in the hospital through our 

Hospital Ministry. We give thanks for all of the 

service we were able to do and for all the lives we 

were able to impact. God is indeed good. 

But Psalm 107 doesn’t end there. It goes on to talk 

about those who wandered in desert waste, 

fainting, hungry, tired, alone. They cried out to God 

and God delivered them from their distress by 

leading them to an “inhabited town.” In verses 8 & 

9 the writer says, “Let them thank the Lord, for his 

steadfast love, for his wonderful works to 

humankind. For he satisfies the thirsty and the 

hungry he fills with good things.” From this perspective, it is not just that God provided for 

those in the wilderness, but that God led them to a civilized place where people care for one 

another.  

In many ways this is exactly what we were able to do for our area last year. We were, in short, a 

catalyst for our community’s care. We demonstrated how neighbors can help neighbors and 

how we, when we put our best foot forward, can responsibly care for each other. 

Inside this annual document you will find many statistics that back up the claim that we help 

neighbors care for each other. It shows that we help our inhabited town to be a better place for 

all God’s children. By expressing care and compassion in concrete ways, by visiting the sick, by 

caring for the elderly, by feeding the hungry, by helping those who are in jail better their lives, 

by helping care for people when they experience the worst that life has to offer, we help answer 

the prayers of those in distress. 

And because of us, many will be able to say that they know the 

steadfast love of God and will be able to thank God because they 

have known us. Thank you for your support in 2014. We look 

forward to seeing how, together, we can be an answer to prayer. 

Peace and towels, 

 

Rev. Dr. Joe Sellepack 
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Programs offered at the  

Broome County  

Council of Churches: 
 

Broome BountyBroome Bounty  

CHOW Hunger ReliefCHOW Hunger Relief  

Encounter Radio/TV ProgramEncounter Radio/TV Program  

Faith in Action Faith in Action VolunteersVolunteers  

HOPE MinistryHOPE Ministry  

Hospital MinistryHospital Ministry  

Jail MinistryJail Ministry  

Ramp It UpRamp It Up  

Senior Living MinistrySenior Living Ministry  

Caregiving    

Helping 

Feeding    

Teaching    

“Connecting compassion with needs; inspiring growth with dignity” 

It’s hard to believe it’s already 2015! It’s remarkable how time passes so quickly when you’re 

accomplishing great things. As is custom for many of us in the New Year, this is the time to reflect 

on the past 12 months and take a peek at the months to come. 
 

CHOW’s Director, Michael Leahey, guided the program through another successful year. The 

CHOWbus is up and running thanks to strong support from our community. SEFCU, the Southern 

Tier Credit Union Alliance and Binghamton University’s Philanthropy Incubator made the bus, with 

its wonderful mural on its body and the summer lunch program, possible. And despite some pesky 

wildlife, the CHOW and Southside Community gardens helped to provide people in need with fresh, 

healthy produce. Next year the plan is to teach some of them how to grow their own!  
 

Faith in Action’s new director, Jessica Wylde, brought renewed enthusiasm and fresh ideas to that program. Jessica is 

committed to better educating the community about what FIA offers to our community: FIA Volunteers, Ramp it Up, Social 

Connections and Senior Living Ministry. She implemented Grocery Day, a program to help seniors get the groceries they need 

to live independently and also expand their social interactions with other seniors. The Ramp It Up initiative was the beneficiary 

of a large grant from the GE Elfun Society to support its construction efforts. As Jessica continues to grow all aspects of the 

program, the new scheduling platform, RideScheduler, will offer more capacity, flexibility and efficiencies to enable FIA to assist 

more people in need. Her focus on the Council’s mission will benefit the organization for years to come. 
 

Rev. Cris Mogenson and Rev. John Koopman continue to serve those in our community who have fallen upon difficult times 

due to incarceration or illness. Whether it’s a veteran suffering from wounds from a motorcycle accident or a young person 

looking for help in turning his or her life around, Cris and John do what it takes to offer comfort and guidance in an uncertain 

world. What could be more important than working to prepare others for a fulfilling life after a crisis has intervened? 
 

The team at the Council of Churches is to be commended for going above and beyond in 2014! We expect challenges in 2015, 

but we are confident that our community is a better place thanks to the efforts of the Council’s leadership, staff and board. 

Helping - Caregiving - Feeding - Teaching  

 

Non-Profit Org. 
US Postage PAID 

Permit # 86 
Binghamton, NY 

13903 

3 Otseningo Street 
Binghamton, NY 13903 

Broome County Council of Churches 

From the OutFrom the Out--going Board Presidentgoing Board President  

From the LeadershipFrom the Leadership  

Council Board Welcomes ThreeCouncil Board Welcomes Three  New MembersNew Members  
The Board of Directors of the Broome County Council of Churches elected three new board members at its 2015 annual meet-

ing: Margaret Kotylo, Barbara Kane and Thomas Lamphere. Each was elected to serve a three-year term. 
 

Board members elected to serve as officers for 2015 are Rev. Robert Peak, President; George Cummings, First Vice President; 

Todd Eames, Treasurer; Karen Rattmann, Secretary; and Rev. Dr. David Drebert, at-large. 

 

 

Jennifer Small 



Collaboration at the Council of Collaboration at the Council of 
ChurchesChurches  

Comments submitted by a dedicated Council volunteer who 

assists with administrative and clerical work at the Council: 
 

“I have been shown much kindness and been given second 

chances throughout my journey so it feels good to pay it for-

ward by volunteering my time in a way that gives me the 

chance to give back with kindness and love. 
 

Volunteering at the Broome County Council of Churches has 

been an extremely positive experience for me. My “boss” has 

taught me so much about humility, humanity and making 

choices through the action of love. She has become a daily 

positive bright light in my life as my mentor. Everyone at the 

Council has welcomed me with open arms and has been kind 

to me.  
 

The Council’s mission is one that I can relate to. It is so re-

freshing to see such good work done for those less fortunate. 

This volunteer experience has helped me to be more humble 

and grateful for both the things I have and the ability to give 

to those who have less. 
 

Before coming here to volunteer I was reluctant to give my 

time up for “free” but within the first few days I was sold on 

giving back for the sole purpose of making a difference in 

the lives of others. I plan to continue volunteering here even 

after I move onto the next stage in my life and career.  
 

This experience has opened my eyes to what I want to be 

when I grow up and that is someone who gives back to those 

who are less fortunate. I want to make a difference in some-

one else’s life.”  

Page 9  Page 2 Together — Volume 11, No. 1, Winter 2015 Together — Volume 11, No. 1, Winter 2015 

Paying It ForwardPaying It Forward  

George Richards Retires After 28 George Richards Retires After 28 
Years With CHOWYears With CHOW  

Commemoration of  

George Richards: 
 

Statement from Steve Kamper, 

Manager of Agency Relations 
 

Although I have only been 

with CHOW for a little over a 

year, when George Richards 

retired this past October it felt 

as though he took a piece of 

the organi-

zation with 

him. I am grateful for my year with him and 

the chance to serve our community along-

side him. George executed his duties faith-

fully for 28 years and loves to recount the 

early days of CHOW when it operated out 

of a residential garage. I think it is safe to 

say that no one has done more to feed 

Broome County’s hungry than George Rich-

ards.  
 

Although he is now officially retired, he 

now logs more hours in the warehouse 

and at special events than any other BC3 

volunteer. That is dedication; that is our 

George. 
 

In recognition of his contributions 

to the success of CHOW, the 

Council has designated the com-

munity garden located at our site 

as “George’s Garden.” George has 

stated that he looks forward to 

spending time working in the gar-

den during the growing season. 

them throughout their lives.  
 

Ralph was a wonderful ambas-

sador of the Council in his 

work delivering and collecting 

food for CHOW and Broome 

Bounty. His upbeat and pleas-

ing demeanor made him, and 

the Council, welcome at his 

stops and contributed to the 

increase in the amount of food donated to CHOW by our 

business partners. 
 

Christina Fedorick, Finance Direc-

tor of the Council, notes, “I think a 

special highlight of Ralph’s work is 

the number of after-hours he put 

in—very rarely was there an event 

that he didn’t participate in. He is 

irreplaceable.” 
 

The Board of Directors, staff and volunteers of the Council 

are grateful for his presence among us. 

Remembrance of Ralph HawkRemembrance of Ralph Hawk  
19511951--  20142014  

George starting out 28 years ago. 

 

George sorting food 
in the warehouse. 

 

Ralph Hawk was a valued and valuable 

Council employee for nearly seven years. 

Sadly, Ralph passed away August 21, 2014.  
 

He worked as both the CHOW Warehouse 

Supervisor and our Broome Bounty deliv-

ery driver. Among his warehouse duties 

was the supervision and guidance for mandated and DSS 

workers. He maintained an excellent relationship with these 

folks and helped them develop work skills they will carry with 

 

New Development Director NamedNew Development Director Named  

Donna Hill has been selected as the 

new Director of Development for the 

Broome County Council of Churches. 

She joined us on February 9, 2015. 
 

“Donna’s experience in the nonprofit 

and philanthropic sector will serve the 

organization well as we move forward 

in our efforts to grow and expand our 

base of financial support,” said Rev. Dr. 

Joseph Sellepack, Executive Director of the Council. “Her 

background, which demonstrates success in the areas of 

fundraising, communications and marketing, makes her ideal 

for the position. We are confident she will help lead us for-

ward to attain our goals of financial sustainability and 

growth in the programming that supports our missions.” 
 

Upon accepting the position, Ms. Hill noted, “I’m looking 

forward to building on the great foundation that has been 

established during the Council’s history.” 
 

Ms. Hill received her B.A. from Alfred University and has 

been a lifetime learner, receiving certificates in many areas 

of development work, including The Fund Raising School, 

Center on Philanthropy, Indiana University. In addition to her 

work with other not-for-profit organizations in our region, 

Donna has been very active with volunteer civic affiliations, 

including the Center for Civic Engagement Advisory Council 

at Binghamton University, the Broome County Arts Council , 

the Broome Leadership Institute Alumni Association and 

others.  

Ralph and the proceeds of a 
food pickup. 

 

Ralph & Christina 

 

 
 

The GE Senior Elfun Society of Binghamton, a group of local 

retired employees of General Electric Company dedicated to 

community support, has awarded a local GE Volunteer Foun-

dation grant in the amount of $30,000 to the Broome County 

Council of Churches. The funds will be used to continue the 

Council’s outreach through a number of programs, including 

areas in which the Society’s members have provided strong 

support over the years. 
 

The Binghamton Elfun Chapter is a 

valued supporter of the Council’s 

efforts to address hunger issues 

and the isolation of people with 

physical limitations in Broome 

County. In addition to financial as-

sistance, the Chapter’s members 

have been personally engaged for 

several years as supporters of the 

CHOW Farm. The Chapter has donated funds to purchase 

equipment, fruit trees and bushes for the operation.  
 

Chapter members have volunteered as design advisors on 

over a dozen residential wheelchair ramps. They served as an 

advance team to complete site plans, design ramps and as-

sist with building permits. Don Makers, John McGrath, Derek 

Agutter and Warren Scofield met nearly weekly during the 

construction period with Ron Wenzinger, the Council’s Ramp 

It Up program coordinator, to deal with the challenges of 

building custom-made ramps.  
 

Wenzinger expressed the appreciation of the 

Council for this support, noting, “The mem-

bers of the Elfun Society have brought their 

engineering experience to bear on our work. They have im-

proved the quality and strength of our finished ramps and 

saved us countless hours in both design work and prepara-

tion of the required permit applications.” 
 

Warren Scofield stated, “The funding from the General Elec-

tric Elfun Society, along with the volunteer help of the local 

GE retiree group, should go a long way in helping to meet 

the goals of the Broome County Council of Churches.” 
 

Rev. Dr. Joe Sellepack, Executive Director of the Council of 

Churches, noted, “The contributions of the Elfun members to 

the Council have been remarkable. This thoughtful addition-

al funding is important to us and will help us to do even 

more to help those in our communities who struggle with 

serious and unmet needs.” 

GE Senior Elfun Society GrantGE Senior Elfun Society Grant  

(l/r) Ron Wenzinger, Derek Agutter, Don Makers, Angie Smith, Warren Sco-
field, Jessica Wylde, Mike Leahey. Missing, John McGrath. 

Council members Ron, Jessica and Mike pose with the GE Elfun Society 
members during the grant presentation. 

 

Rev. Dr. Joseph Sellepack 
(left) receiving grant check 

from GE Elfun member  
Angie Smith (right). 

At the Council of Churches we believe that every human 

need we work to meet should be addressed as efficiently and 

effectively as possible. The unmet needs of people in our 

neighborhoods need to be served in ways that maximize the 

value of our donors’ contributions. This means that we need 

to remember that many hands make light work and that it 

often really does take “a Village” to maximize our potential 

in providing our services to Broome County residents.  
 

We are proud and eager to work with community partners to 

collaborate on projects in our program missions. We value 

existing, and seek new, relationships with other not-for-

profit organizations, religious groups, businesses, service 

organizations and government agencies who work with us to 

make the lives of Broome County resi-

dents better. 
 

All of our articles that illustrate that 

“it takes a village” have the village  

picture on the right embedded in them. 

 

George with his garden plaque. 
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Michael Leahey Honored by SEFCUMichael Leahey Honored by SEFCU  
 

Michael Leahey, Director of the Council’s CHOW hunger pro-

gram, has received the “Why I Care Award” from SEFCU, one 

of the 50 largest credit unions in the United States.  
 

In announcing the award, SEFCU noted that they are inspired 

by the generosity of people as they give of their time and 

talents. Being selected as a recipient is the most prestigious 

honor given by SEFCU, an honor created to thank those who 

do what they do to make the world a better place. SEFCU 

stated, “There are many heroes among us; let's celebrate 

them and their impact on our community.” 
 

SEFCU points out that if you have ever heard the phrase, 

“’Leave the world a better place than you found it,’ just look 

to Michael Leahey to see what that really means.” 
 

As a youngster Mike himself relied on emergency food assis-

tance. This makes him especially sensitive to the unfair stig-

ma that some people mistakenly associate with the need to 

accept assistance to obtain food. Mike is dedicated to reach-

ing out to young people to help them better develop their 

own lives through good nutrition. 
 

In accepting the award, Leahey encouraged everyone to help 

in the battle against hunger, saying, “One person can make a 

difference, so no matter what 

their skills, how much free 

time they have, or where they 

live, everyone can have a 

positive impact.” 
 

In addition to his work with 

CHOW, Mike finds time to 

give back through his in-

volvement with many organi-

zations, including the Child-

hood Hunger Task Force, the 

Food and Health Network, 

and the Food Bank Regional 

Committee. 

Comments by Andrea Lane 

AmeriCorps Service Member - Faith in Action Volunteers:  

Elder Services Liaison 
 

Serving as the Elder Services Liaison AmeriCorps member for 

Faith in Action Volunteers has been a truly wonderful experi-

ence. Simply put, it is incredibly rewarding to see and re-

spond first hand to the kinds of services this community 

needs to be a healthier and happier place – for adults 60 and 

over, in particular.  
 

In the projects and programs in which I have been working, I 

have seen many positive responses from the individuals we 

have reached. Grocery Day, a program that offers seniors a 

chance to socialize and meet new people over coffee while 

doing their routine grocery shopping, has been very success-

ful. Participating in this program, older individuals have the 

opportunity to get out and enjoy the company of peers while 

getting a ride to the store to buy what they need. We have 

recently expanded our store and social coffee gathering op-

tions to include four locations (Price Chopper, Weis Markets, 

Aldi, and Wegmans). This gives people many more choices on 

where they would prefer to shop, since location and price 

point are often big decision factors. Through our Grocery Day 

initiative, I have seen active participants become closer and 

more comfortable with each other over time. I hope that in 

the future even more lasting friendships, between individuals 

of all ages, can develop through the program. 
 

My role as a liaison has also allowed me to further connect 

Faith in Action Volunteers with another program at the 

Broome County Council of Churches: the Community Hunger 

Outreach Warehouse, or CHOW. Faith in Action has recently 

started working with CHOW to bring more fresh, healthy and 

affordable produce to seniors. They might not otherwise 

have access to these essentials of good nutrition due to ob-

stacles pertaining to mobility, health, money and more.  
 

Our “Senior Sprint” indoor 

market sites, provided every 

Monday, serve to bring low-

cost, fresh produce directly 

to senior living centers and 

apartment complexes to 

eliminate the troubles many 

people deal with on a daily 

basis. Since beginning this 

collaboration, there has been 

much positive feedback from customers who are thrilled to 

have such an exciting service come to them – especially in the 

harsh winter months. I have heard nothing but good things 

about the abundance of affordable healthy foods we offer, 

and how grateful they are not to have to travel far. The in-

door senior markets have also served as a wonderful meeting 

place where many gather to catch up and socialize each 

week. It is a wonderful bonus to continue to see those friend-

ly faces and get to know them better week after week.  
 

With the huge early success of “Senior Sprint,” Faith in Action 

Volunteers has plans to expand our offerings with new and 

exciting activities to be held in conjunction with the existing 

visitation schedule. In the upcoming weeks we will be using 

the indoor markets as a catalyst to bring more people to-

gether, introduce new recipe samples, feature exercise classes 

and invite special guests to hold events that are of interest to 

people 60 and over. 

“I have outlived my friends and family. I just want to do 

something useful for others.” M.M., FIA Volunteer 
 

When I heard these words I was moved, humbled and aston-

ished by the power of generosity that resides in the human 

heart. 
 

Though some would imagine that a person over eighty years 

of age would be most likely requesting services from Faith in 

Action Volunteers, this is not always the case. One of our 

volunteers in the Senior Living Ministry, the part of Faith in 

Action Volunteers that provides worship ser-

vices to individuals who are no longer able 

to attend their home churches, just wants to 

give back.  
 

These gifts of the spirit are delivered without fanfare, news 

cameras or any other kind of flashy feel-good charity expo-

sure. This is not an “ice-bucket challenge.” It is the kind of 

simple sharing that happens every day in the nine senior liv-

ing and care facilities where our volunteers minister with lay 

people and musicians to lead worship.  
 

Christine Fluke, Coordinator of Senior Living Ministry, puts 

together a new calendar of volunteer-led worship services 

for the nine locations every six months.  
 

People can be a bit shy about sharing faith, and about lead-

ing anything, let alone a worship service. However, if some-

one such as M.M. can find it within herself to spend an hour 

or two sharing God’s word, I know you can, too. Though it 

will not likely earn a spot on the nightly news, would you be 

willing to make an hour of spiritual fellowship happen? 
 

If you feel called to do so, please call Faith in Action Volun-

teers at (607) 724-9130 ext. 304. The rewards, though intan-

gible, are great.  
 

Thank you to all of our dedicated volunteers! 

With gratitude, 
 

Jessica May Wylde, Program Director 

Faith in Action Volunteers 

The interns are also an essential part of the coordination and 

implementation of Christmas projects directly for the in-

mates, as well as the children’s book gift program for the 

inmates’ children. They assist in outreach and appeals, sort-

ing, distribution, wrapping and inventory maintenance.  
 

Interns are an essential part of the 

reentry and aftercare work. Much 

of the Council’s reentry follow-up 

has been made possible through 

direct client exchange with social 

work interns. Our ongoing man-

agement of inventory and dona-

tions requires substantial sorting 

and distributing which is handled 

largely by our interns. 
 

If an intern is unable to secure 

clearance for jail access before 

their semester of work starts (which is always a tough hurdle 

to accomplish in time), we assign them to direct client visits 

inside the jail with inmates who are soon to be released. Of-

ten we have interns facilitate life skills classes with various 

population groups inside the facility.  
 

Interns, with jail administration clearance, 

have been one of the backbones with the 

Family Literacy Program inside the jail, a 

task which always benefits from a few more 

hands to help with reading, paperwork, 

coaching, packaging and computer transfer of recordings.  
 

Approved interns are always helpful in one-on-one visitation 

with inmates in the jail. When an intern is younger, we try to 

match them up with Youthful 

Offenders in order to facili-

tate some “peer mentoring” 

techniques.  
 

Ministerial interns have the 

opportunity to lead in wor-

ship services, conduct bible 

studies and do pastoral care 

under our guidance. We have 

had a number of people work with us as they prepared for 

candidacy for ordination in their denominations as well as 

college religion majors who gain practical field education 

experience in Christian ministry. 
 

We have had several folks who have had experience and 

training in recovery 

work. These interns have 

been a great help in as-

sisting with some of our 

12 step programs and in 

one-on-one visitation 

with inmates struggling 

with addiction. 

Michael Leahey (right)  
accepts his award with  
David Ocasio (left) for  

service to the community. 

 

Senior Living Ministry Senior Living Ministry   
FIAV FIAV --  Faith in Action Faith in Action VolunteersVolunteers  

Highlights of My ServiceHighlights of My Service  

Jail MinistryJail Ministry  

By Rev. Cris Mogenson 

Jail Chaplain 
 

The Council of Churches has benefited 

greatly from the use of interns to effi-

ciently operate several of our programs. 

Jail Ministry is a prime example. 
 

The interns help the program in a variety 

of ways. They are essential in assisting in 

facilitating events which address a variety 

of issues, including social justice forums, volunteer outreach, 

volunteer training sessions and volunteer recruitment within 

local congregations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Leslie Cody (right) and Andrea 
Lane (left) selling produce at  a 
“Senior Spirit” indoor market. 



 

 

 

 People Served at Market: 3,946 

 USDA lunches distributed: 1,600 

 Additional meals distributed: 12,129 
 Meal Boxes: 8,400 
 Mystery box give away: 3,729 

 Pounds of produce gleaned: 3,960 

 School backpacks distributed: 65 

 Dental Hygiene kits distributed: 65 

 Job Training: 2 at risk youth, 1 formerly homeless adult  

 Sites served: 14 
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The first year of the Council’s CHOW Commu-

nity Food Bus program (now known as 

CHOWbus) is complete. Statistics on the ac-

complishments of the initiative are included 

in the graphic displayed in the column to the 

left. We are very happy to report that our 

2014 goals for people served, number of sites 

serviced and fresh produce distributed were 

all exceeded. 
 

The CHOWbus focuses on communities within Broome Coun-

ty that lack easy access to affordable, fresh and healthy food. 

The project focuses on addressing childhood hunger by 

providing for the distribution of school lunches as well as 

supplemental meals to their families 

during extended school breaks. 
 

In 2015, the program will be expand-

ed further, with the twin goals of 

providing more food that enhances 

the health of community members 

while also providing a dignified and 

non-judgmental means to address 

their needs. 

The students of the Thomas Jefferson Elementary third grade 

class of teacher Christine Juozitis have demonstrated their 

concern for people in their community who struggle to put 

nutritious food on their tables. CHOW recently received a 

gift from the children of 776 pounds of food and a generous 

cash contribution to support the hunger relief program. The 

donations were accompanied by a touching 

letter that included messages of support for 

the food program from each of the class 

members. 
 

Council Executive Director Joe Sellepack gratefully acknowl-

edged the actions of the students and let them know that 

their efforts would make it possible for CHOW to provide 

meals to about 900 people, about 360 of which would be 

children. Sellepack expressed his admiration of the students 

and Ms. Juozitis for their caring attitudes and leadership in 

the battle against hunger.  
 

As is true with all of the human needs programs of the Coun-

cil, efforts by school groups and other similar organizations 

throughout Broome County to provide financial, in-kind and 

volunteer assistance is vital to sustaining our outreach to 

people facing difficult times. 

“Hello, CHOWbus friends! 

One of our young Lego Club partici-

pants used your CHOWbus as the 

inspiration for her creation this 

month. Notice the yellow table with 

food on it and the person standing 

behind the cash box! 
 

We wanted to share this picture with 

you to let you know that you've had a 

great impact on some of the families who visit the library. 

Thank you for all that you do for our community!” 

CHOWbus Update and Thomas Jefferson Elementary SupportCHOWbus Update and Thomas Jefferson Elementary Support  

CHOWbus with Food 
By Y, age 5 

Thomas JeffersonThomas Jefferson  
Third Grade Students Step Up to Third Grade Students Step Up to 

Support CHOWSupport CHOW  

Appreciation from the Broome Appreciation from the Broome 
County Public LibraryCounty Public Library  

 

 

Faith in Action Faith in Action Volunteers Volunteers ----  2014 in Pictures2014 in Pictures  

Dining For Dollars Dining For Dollars --  March 2014March 2014  

 

Goals for 2015 
Distribute 50,000 lbs. Produce    

Renovate bus for Indoor/Outdoor Market 

 Obtain additional funding for renovations 

 Convert bus into fully-functional indoor/outdoor market  

 Distribute 50,000 pounds of produce  

 Provide 20,000 meals 

 Distribute 3,000 USDA lunches to children 

 Provide 17,000 supplemental non-perishable CHOW meals 

 Establish service provider section on bus 

 Allow other nonprofits to provide services in areas where bus 
stops  

 Offer year-round market sites 

2014 Season Summary 
Distributed: 

                          lbs. Produce                                 Meals   

  Sold: 54%    No cost: 46% 

Lives Of Commitment Awards Breakfast Lives Of Commitment Awards Breakfast ----  May 2014May 2014  

Keli Cooper 

Community Honoree 

Harvey Stenger 

Keynote Speaker 

Laura & Joe Fiore,  

Keagan Braungard-Jackson  

 FIAV Honorees 

Warren & Patricia Scofield 

FIAV Honorees 

The steps in building a ramp The steps in building a ramp ----  from ramps built during the 2014 seasonfrom ramps built during the 2014 season  
 

prepare the site -- construct the ramp sections -- place the support posts -- level and attach ramp sections to supports with proper slope 

cut and attach flooring -- cut supports to height and attach railings --make sure everything is trim and secure -- pose for a picture -- a job well done 

 



4-H Tech Wizards Build Wheelchair Ramp! 

 

Editor’s note: This article appeared in the October 2014 edi-

tion of 4-H National Mentoring Program and is reprinted 

here, with edits, with permission of Cornell Cooperative Ex-

tension of Broome County.  
 

Original piece written by Katie Bowers 
 

The 4-H Tech Wizards engineered some magic this summer 

when they built a wheelchair ramp for a disabled Broome 

County resident.  The Tech Wizards club at the George F. 

Johnson Dream Center in Johnson City, NY hosted the pro-

ject, where six youth volunteered over three days to build a 

37 foot-long ramp for a homebound senior. Each young per-

son was paired with an adult mentor from either Cornell Co-

operative Extension of Broome County, Sarah 

Jane Johnson United Methodist Memorial 

Church or the Broome County Council of 

Churches. 
 

Youth and mentors were led by Ron Wenzinger of the 

Broome County Council of Churches’ “Ramp It Up” program. 

Wenzinger, an experienced carpenter, made sure that the 

youth not only learned carpentry skills, but understood the 

engineering principles that go into construction. While the 

youth and their adult mentors spent the mornings and after-

noons measuring, drilling, and building, lunchtimes and 

breaks were used to ask and answer questions about slope, 

weight bearing, turning radiuses, and more. 
 

At the end of the project, youth said that they enjoyed work-

ing with the power tools, seeing the finished product and 

using their time to help someone else. One young woman 

said she plans to show the ramp to her mother, while one of 

the young men said he wanted to learn more about careers 

in carpentry. All of 

the youth enjoyed 

the project and 

summed up their 

feelings with a sim-

ple question: 

“Wait…can we do 

this again?” 
 

In August, four 

youth from the 

program presented 

photos from the 

project at the New 

York State Fair.  

STEM in Action for Ramp It UpSTEM in Action for Ramp It Up  

Good Shepherd Communities Foundation Provides Grant  

for Faith In Action Volunteers Wheelchair Ramp Program 
 

Ramp It Up, an initiative of the Council’s Faith In Action Vol-

unteers program, is the recent beneficiary of a grant from 

Good Shepherd Communities in support of RIU’s construc-

tion projects. The grant was awarded through the Founda-

tion’s Community Investment Grant program. Ramp It Up is 

the Council’s initiative to provide free residential wheelchair 

ramps to people who have been restricted in their movement 

into and out of their homes by physical challenges.  
 

In announcing the award, Teresa Cortese-Green, Executive 

Director of the Foundation, said, “We are very proud to con-

tinue our mission of investing in the lives of Broome Coun-

ty’s senior population.” The Foundation provides financial 

and other support to enhance the lives of older adults. In 

2014, $10,000 in Community Investment Grants was awarded 

to 501(c)(3) organizations for projects in the community. 

Ramp It Up was one of five groups selected to share in the 

funding.  
 

Ron Wenzinger, RIU’s Program Coordinator, recently an-

nounced that 19 ramps were completed during 2014, bring-

ing the total number installed to 89 since the program began 

in 2009. Records were set this year for largest number of 

ramps completed in a single year and the number of volun-

teer participants. Several new youth groups, 

with adult mentors, participated including 

those from church, scouting and similar 

organizations.  
 

Wenzinger added, “The outlook for additional ramp con-

struction in 2015 is bright. We expect to reach a milestone 

during the season, when we will complete our 100
th

 wheel-

chair ramp. We have commitments from volunteer veterans 

who have expressed a desire to continue their work and we 

have several new groups of young people and adult mentors 

who are interested in becoming a part of the program.” If 

you are personally interested, or know of a group of teens 

who want to become more involved in helping their commu-

nity, please contact Ron Wenzinger at (607) 724-9130 ext. 

323 or rwenzinger@broomecouncil.net for more information. 

Ramp It Up Program Receives GrantRamp It Up Program Receives Grant  

(l/r) Jeff Smith, Chair-

man of the Board of 

Directors of the Good 

Shepherd Communities 

Foundation; Jessica 

Wylde, Director of Faith 

in Action; Mike Keenan, 

President/CEO of Good 

Shepherd Communities 

and Ron Wenzinger, 

Ramp It Up Coordinator 

4-H Tech Wizards 
constructing 

wheelchair ramp 
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CHOW in pictures CHOW in pictures ——  20142014  

Assembly-

woman  

Donna  

Lupardo 

(holding 

certificate) 

visits  

CHOW  

 

 

Choruses for 

CHOW -- 2014 

 

 

A large check and a gift pallet 

Unwrapping the gift and loading the CHOW truck 

 

Canadian Pacific Holiday Train Canadian Pacific Holiday Train ——  20142014  

 

 

Lupardo Recognized by CHOW for Lupardo Recognized by CHOW for 
Securing Major GrantSecuring Major Grant  

At our Otseningo St. warehouse January 29, representatives 

from CHOW recognized and thanked Assemblywoman Don-

na Lupardo for her role in securing a major grant for our food 

hunger program. 
 

CHOW received a $25,000 Assembly grant 

through Lupardo’s office, which will help 

provide 75,000 to 100,000 meals throughout 

the community. Michael Leahey, Director of 

CHOW, says this money was crucial for the warehouse during 

the busy post-holiday season and the winter months. “The 

end of the year is always a time of high demand for us and 

we do our best to help feed those who need it,” Leahey said. 

“This grant is huge in making sure our shelves get restocked 

following the high demand during the holidays and we want 

to thank Assemblywoman Lupardo for her continued sup-

port.” 
 

“The number of 

people in our com-

munity who need 

food assistance is 

truly overwhelm-

ing,” Lupardo said. 

“I’m so appreciative we were able to secure this grant so that 

CHOW can continue providing this critically important ser-

vice." 
 

In 2014, CHOW distributed approximately 1.2 million pounds 

of food, 33% of which was fresh produce. This supported the 

62 food pantries and soup kitchens affiliated with CHOW. 

Some of the fresh vegetables and fruits were distributed at 

the 14 sites visited regularly by the new mobile CHOWbus.  

About 40% of the recipients of food are children.     
 

CHOW is in its 40
th

 year of providing food for local families. 

Donations of food can be made Monday through Friday, 8:00 

AM – 4:00 PM at its warehouse at 3 Otseningo St. in Bing-

hamton. Large donations of food can be picked up by one of 

our trucks. Call 607-724-9130 or e-mail 

mail@broomecouncil.net for more information. 

 

mailto:mail@broomecouncil.net

